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Synopsis

In their first and highly praised book together, Character, Choices and Community (Paulist Press,
1998), Pat McCormick and Russ Connors identified and discussed character, choices and
community as the three essential and interrelated "ingredients" of moral experience. This second
book is a companion volume. Here the authors provide a consistent and systematic method for
making connections between those three elements of moral experience and concrete ethical issues.
In the first chapter they describe the method they will use to "face the issues," and then, in five
substantive chapters, they display their method as they address complex and controversial issues
related to the economy, to war and violence, to medicine, sexuality, and the environment. This is a
work of Christian ethics, written by two Catholic theologians, but will be useful across many
denominations,. It may be used in conjunction with their first book, but it also stands alone very well.
Written again for non-experts, this will be useful for both undergraduate and graduate students, and
for all others interested in making connections between important convictions of Christian faith and

critical moral issues of the day.
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Customer Reviews

A thought-provoking guide to the complexities of the Christian moral life. -- The Journal of
ReligionExcellent. -- The Australasian Catholic RecordServes as a valuable foundational work for a
better understanding and greater appreciation of what is involved in moral living. --Theological
StudiesSimply superb. --New Theology ReviewSoundly designed to meet its primary goal, to

provide a well-grounded active learning approach to pedagogy in Christian ethics. --America



Convenience of accessing the book whenever needed.That’s just the sample | haven’t accessed

more than that so no more info from me!

Well written and completely accessible to the average reader this book brings what can be a very
heady topic down to earth where we can all wrestle with it. If you only like to read novels then this is
not for you, after all it is a book about ethics. If, on the other hand, you are interested in a book that
will lead you to a deeper understanding of yourself, our culture, and the dynamics that play out in

groups from families to nations then this book will offer you some valuable insights.

Very informative, but very deep reading.

This book is very well written and it makes the subject matter easy to understand. | would highly

recommend this book.

This insightful book touches upon the issues concerning virtues, morals, and conscience among
other things. There are many virtues central to Christian living because being virtuous is part of the
Christian duty. They discuss how it is important to begin with experience when reflecting on morality
because that is the only way one can understand how actions can affect others. All moral norms
attempt to protect or promote some basic good or value. Much of this book highlights how our
character and choices affect the community we live in and how we can decide if an action directs us
and our community towards virtue and the right thing to do. It is our free response to do as we wish
and this book helps us to use moral reasoning in all we do to "energize us for the sustained striving
toward goodness, rightness and justice" (193). The text was not difficult to read and the writers
excelled in their smooth transitions from chapter to chapter. Because of this book, I've thought about
the effect of my actions on others more thoroughly and because of that, my actions seem more

responsible, so | guess that means I've been making the right choices.

| am currently in an ethics class and this book was required for the course. This is by far the most
repetitive and useless book you will ever use in your entire life. NO JOKE. It offers no insight into
things that you dont already know. It simply takes what you already know, puts it into fancier words,
and spits it right back at you. If this book is not a requirement for a class then dont waste your

money. Now if you’ll excuse me, I'm off to go throw this peice of crap in a volcano and forget | was



ever plagued by its stupidity and uselessness.
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